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RIDING OUT

THE STORM

ROOF MAINTENANCE requires attention
before, during and after severe weather

This year alone, roofs have collapsed
at a store in Georgia, 3 manufacturing
plant in Ohio, a warehouse in Maryland,
a firehouse in Virginia, an ice arena in
Pennsylvania and a church in North
Carolina. And with hurricane season'in
full swing, and winter snows looming,
now is a good time for facility managers
to think about ways to keep their build-
ings off that list.

Avoiding that fate isn't difficult, but it
does require taking some time to set up
an ongoing roof maintenance program,
examining the roof when a storm is
imminent, and inspecting again after
the storm has passed.

Of course, before taking these steps,
you want to know that the roof has
been properly installed, says David
Hawn, registered roof consultant (RRC)
>nt of Dedicated Roof and
Hyd ions, LLC. "You want a good
installation and a good slope for drain-

ipparent — say, by skimping on the
use of the fasteners or the adhesive that
attaches the roof to the struc
and a project
manager with Facility Engineering, Inc. If
a storm in the area kicks up a great deal

of wind, the roof may come loose easier

ire, says

Thomas Gernetzke, f
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than it otherwise would. Similarly, the
roof specifications may call for a roofing
membrane of a specific thickness, buta
slipshod contractor may switch in a thin-
ner or lighter-weight product.

If the facility is located in a snowy
area, it pays to work with a professional
engineer to determine the approximate
weight the roof can hold, says Doug
Stieve, RRC and principal with Wiss Jan
ney Elstner Associates. Then, you need
to pay attention to the weather reports
when snow is likely, and observe the
accumulation of snow at the facility,

iar with the ANSI/SPRI ES1 standard,
which applies to the design, specifica-
tion and installation of edge materials
used with low-slope roofs, says Sidney
Hankins, RRC and president of Roof
Design and Consulting Services. The
standard focuses mainly on design
for wind resistance, and any roofir
or re-roofing project has to meet it,
Hankins says.

Inspection Checklist
Assuming the roof has been prop-
erly installed, it pays to complete a visual

If ceiling tiles are falling or
sprinklers start popping in a
storm, evacuate the building;
the roof may be caving in

keepi

ne actual accumula-
tion including any large snow drifts. “If
getting to the (maximum) range,
dan el

you'e
get
Stieve says. If the weight of the snow
approaches the roof's structural capac-
ity, it becomes necessary to have the
snow removed from the roof and keep
people out of the building until this
can occur

It also makes sense to become famil

you know wha
look like.”

routine insp

3l p

s, Hankins says

instance, examine penetrations into the
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We’ve got the resources.
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Cornerstone Recruiting®
specializes in placing Here's a sampling of
Eaciiit:esmdbuﬂdmgmmmmtt' job titles we've
;mﬁammdsata!llevels. already placed:
I it's entry level or Clevel you seek, Facility Pro « Certified Facilities M
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It takes the best to find the best.
That's what we are and that’s what we do.

www.FacilityProRecruitment.com
1-877-620-4950
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Change HQW You Save Money

FLIBR Can Show
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Best-in-class performance.

Groundbreaking affordability.

With FLIR, you can catch
problems fast, before
unexpected equipment
failures cost you big.

FLIR sells more cameras for
more facility maintenance
applications than all other
thermal imaging companies
put together.

Visit www.flir.com or
call B66.9477.3687
to learn more.

SFLIR

The World Leader in Thermal Imaging

Our Keynote Speaker is ; 1!(-';:;\;5'9:;“
America’s most trusted L Bally's Hotel, Las Vegas, « Pracuical, &
contractor, Mike Holmes November B-12, 2010
host of Holmes on Homes™

BEG-872-4647 | www.inframation.org
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ABOUT R, INC.

RCI, Ingc. is an international association of more than 2,500
professionals who specialize in roofing, waterproofing and exterior
wall specification. Its members reside primarily in the United States

and Canada.

Formerly Roof Consultants Institute, the name was changed to more
accurately reflect the breadth of expertise within RCI, and to recognize
the interconnectedness of different building systems. RCI members
can provide information on the design, repair, planning, and quality
of the roofing, waterproofing and exterior wall systems. They also can
prepare building documentation, conduct forensic inspections, monitor
construction progress and serve as expert witnesses.

Because RCI members are nort affiliated with any manufacturer or
product, and because they pledge to adhere to a code of ethics, their
recommendations are independent and unbiased.

Among other services, RCI presents educational programs, a monthly
journal and an online newsletter focused on roofing and waterproofing.
The organization offers several professional designations, including
RRC (Registered Roof Consultant), RRO (Registered Roof Observer)
and RWC (Registered Waterproofing Consultant). These designations
distinguish professionals who meet or exceed the organization’s proven
standards of education, experience and ethics.

For more information, visit www.rci-online.org.

nuclear moisture scan or an infrared
examination, Hankins says.

Often, it makes sense to bring in
a roofing consultant. He or she can
properly assess the damage, and offer
independent recommendations for
repairing it. "If you notice anything suspi-
cious, get an expertinvolved,” says John
Wells, registered roof observer (RRO)
and president of Wells Klein Consulting
Group. The consultant will be able to tell
when forensic testing is in order to rule
out any damage that isn't visible.

Finally, if the damage is extensive,
you'll want to talk with your insurer to
determine if it makes sense to replace
the roof, Gernetzke says. This may be a
reasonable course of action if you need
to repair more than 25 or 30 percent of
the roof area, or when the roof is older.

While roof maintenance often takes
a back seat to other priorities on a facility
manager’s To-Do list, it is an important
part of managing and looking after the
asset, says Wells. An ongoing mainte-
nance program can prevent more serious
and costly problems down the road. B

Looking for a solution?

Have an opinion
to share?

myfacilities

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE

Get connected -- join today. It's fast. It's free.
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" |ELECTRONIC FLOWHOOD

DIRECT DIGITAL READOUT 25-2500 CFM

AUTOMATICALLY CORRECTS FOR AIR DENSITY
AND BACKPRESSURE

CHOICE OF METERS — AIR FLOW ONLY, OR AIR FLOW,
VELOCITY, PRESSURE AND TEMPERATURE

OPTIONS INCLUDE: MEMORY, AVERAGE AND SUM TO
100 READINGS, SEQUENTIAL RECALL, AUTO-READ

REPAIR POLICY — TWO WEEK TURNAROUND OR LESS
CUSTOM TOPS MADE TO ORDER

Shortridge Instruments, Inc.

7855 East Redfield Road ¢ Scottsdale, Arizona 85260
(480) 991-6744 FAX (480) 443-1267
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