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Spring is season for roof inspections
Metsl Building Developer 3/31/2010

According to David Hawn, president of RCl Inc., Raleigh, N.C., roof maintenance iz the key to realizing the full life cycle of a roofing 2ystem — and that'z good
for the environment. By detecting miner defects and repairing them early, it i pos=ible to avert major problems in the long run.

“A roof ingpection iz the gingle mozt impartant activity that an environmentalhy-conzcicus building manager can do,” sxplained Hawn. A premature roof failure
places a heavy burden on the environment, conzidering the energy costz for manufacturing new roof matsriale and the waste az=ociated with the removal
and dizpo=al of 2pent ones, Hawn =aid.

Many faciltiez managers are gualified to perform roef ingpeclionz. A basic survey for obvious damage iz better than no examination at all. Damage often
occurz near flazhings, wherever the roof meetz a wall, or a drain or other penstration.

“If vou don't get the full life out of a roof then yvou are doing damage to the environment,” =aid Hawn. A cerified roof congultant will not recommend replacing a
reof that haznt reached the end of ite 2ervice life. *That's where experience comes in,” he added. “A roof conzultant can tell when a roef iz =till good and
when it =hould be replaced. He will help the building owner eke out a few more yearz of =ervice life whenever possible, which iz especially appreciated in
difficult ecenomic times.”

Mearhy all roof conzultants agree that a roof =hould be in2pected twice a vear: just after winter and just before winter. The advantage of ingpecting a roof in
the =pring iz that maintenance and repair work can be convenienthy =cheduled over the summer. “f iz betier not to wait too long or lse it may be too late to
complete the repair work before winter returns,” gaid Hawn.

RCl memberz typically =pecialize in the entire building envelope. They have desp knowledge of roofing, waterproofing and exteriors. By their code of sthics,
RCl members are objective in their project and product recommendations. RCI members know how to cooperate with manufacturers to obtain accurate
technical information about the reliability and performance of building products and their guitability for a particular application. Additionally, many of the
azzociation’s memberz hold the profezzicnal designation of Regiztered Roof Conzultant. These conzultantz have demonstrated =kills through written sxam,
character reference and documented experience.




