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NNoovvaa  WWaallkkwwaayy  PPaaddss  aatt
MMccCCoorrmmiicckk  PPiieerr,,  PPoorrttllaanndd,,  OORR..

R ecycling, Energy Star®, green roofs—all buzzwords in an
industry that is making a transition into the world of sus-
tainable building products. The roofing industry is on the

environmental fast track. We are experiencing everything from
shingle wraps that read “please recycle” to asphalt roofing recy-
cling centers to a commitment to the new Energy Star® program.
Roofing manufacturers, consultants, and contractors are begin-
ning to offer several different forms of earth-friendly products
and services.

Across the country, national and local government agencies
are initiating programs that give preference in specifications to
sustainable building materials. An example of a governmental
agency taking the lead in sustainable building recently occurred
in Seattle, Washington. In late January, Mayor Paul Schell of
Seattle announced that the city has committed to build all public
buildings over 5,000 square feet to meet or exceed the silver rat-
ing of the U.S. Green Building Council’s (USGBC) LEED Green
Building Rating System. LEED stands for Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design.

In a public statement, Schell noted, “Our goal is for the city
facilities to become models of sustainable environmental stew-
ardship and healthy worker environments. We think that the
LEED rating system provides the best standard for defining what
constitutes a ‘green’ building.”

Through the leadership of government agencies, individuals,
and progressive manufacturers, sustainable building is continuing
to take hold. Recycling is gaining prominence throughout the
world. Consultants are standing at the forefront of roofing’s sus-

tainable building movement. It is an opportunity that should
show a substantial return in the coming years.

Sustainable building actually consists of three key elements.
The product is 1) made of recyclable materials; 2) is recyclable;
and 3) has long life. There are several companies that are manu-
facturing products that meet all three of these criteria. One of
these companies is EcoStar, Inc. out of Chicago, Illinois.

EcoStar distributes Majestic Slate Tile and Nova Walkway
pads, both made of 100% recycled post-industrial rubber and
plastics. These products are also recyclable and through time
and testing have proven to have long life.

Majestic Slate is made of the raw material Starloy. Starloy is
manufactured using a special formula of post-industrial rubber
and plastics. It has been in use for over 25 years and has been a
pioneering product in the recycled product industry. It is used to
manufacture dock mats for shipping yards. “We are finding inter-
est in every industry for the use of recycled products,” comment-
ed Barbara Staroba, Director of Operations at EcoStar’s
manu fac turing plant. “The roofing industry is just at the begin-
ning of truly utilizing the recycling technologies available.”

One of the first jobs for Majestic Slate was the Pennsylvania
Resource Council (PRC) building in the late 1990s. The PRC
installed a recycled roofing product, Majestic Slate Tile, on its
main building. “Our mission is to educate the public and pro-
mote the use of sustainable building products throughout
Pennsylvania. In sustainable building products, we look for three
qualities: long life, the formulation of recycled materials, and
recyclability,” stated Michael Kane, formerly with the Penn -




